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PREFACE 

BY    THE 

EDITOR. 


*TP  H  E  author  of  this  fmall  tract,  bcfides 
his  diitinftion  in  the  philofophical  world, 
has  been  through  life  an  eminent  teacher,  and 
advocate  of  true  religion,  with  the  pureft  views 
to  ferve  the  interests  of  truth,  and  of  piety  and 
virtue  among  mankind.  This  is  feen  in  the 
large  catalogue  of  his  valuable  writings,  which 
will  continue  to  promote  thefe  great  ends,  in 
his  native  country,  and  in  America,  and  wher 
ever  the  englifh  language  fhall  prevail,  when  he 
fhall  be  no  more  :  a  rare  privilege  of  heaven's 
chofen  favourites  and  the  truly  good  !  Scarcely 
was  he  landed  on  the  American  lhores,to  which 
he  was  driven  by  the  violence  of  his  enemies, 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  counteract  the  un 
favourable  impreffions  on  the  minds  of  men, 
which  Mr.  Paine's  manner  of  attack  on  Chrifti- 
anity  in  his  Age  of  Reafon>  that  had  beeh  re- 
cently  fcnt  over  to  that  country,  and  was  cir- 
A  a  *  culated 
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culated  with  great  zeal  and  induftry,  was  cal 
culated  to  produce.  Accordingly,  in  Oftober 
1794,  the  year  in  which  he  left  England,  he 
publifhed,  "  An  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Paine's  Age 
of  Reafon,  being  a  continuation  of  Letters  to 
the  philofophers  and  politicians  of  France  on 
the  fubjecl:  of  religion,  and  of  the  Letters  to 
a  philofophical  unbeliever.*'  With  what  can 
dour  and  liberality  thefe  Letters  were  penned, 
and  of  the  weight  of  his  remarks  and  argu 
ments,  the  readers  will  judge. 

If  any  wilh  to  know  how  ufefully  in  various 
ways,  his  hours  have  been  employed,  during 
hit  abode  in  America,  I  would  refer  them  to 
what  is  briefly  related  in  a  note,  pag.  6.  of  an 
excellent  Difcourfe  delivered  the  lad  Summer, 
on  a  public  occafion,  by  Mr.  Belfham,  printed 
by  Johnfon,  St.  Paul's  Church  yard  ;  of  which 
it  is  fufficient  recommendation  to  mention, 
that  he  is  the  Author  of  the  admirable  Review 
of  Mr.  Wilberforce's  late  Treatife,  in  Letters 
to  a  Lady. 

In  a  Preface  to  Dr.  Prieftlcy's  Anfwer  to  the 
Age  of  Reafon,  reprinted  here  by  Mr.  Johnfon 
in  1795,  fome  things  were  offered  to  remove 
undue  prejudice^  and  vindicate  his  fair  name 
from  unworthy  abule  cad  upon  him,  intcrf- 
pcrfcd  with  fome  account  of  his  voyage  to 

America, 
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America,  and  firft  fettlement  there.  And  many 
who  love  and  efteem  him,  and  highly  venerate 
his  character,  will  be  gratified  by  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter  from  himlelfto  a  friend,  da 
ted  no  longer  ago  than  the  end  of  O&ober 
laft. 

Having  been  led  juft  before  to  fpeak  of  the 

c<  Giver  of  all  good,"   he  proceeds  •> <c  This 

hand  I  endeavour  to    refpeft  daily  and  hourly, 
and  it  is  a  neverfailing  confolation  under  all  my 
troubles,  which  have   been  many  fince  my  fet 
tlement    here.     I    am    thankful    they  did   not 
come  at  an  earlier   period,   when  I  fhould  have 
been   lefs  able  to   bear  them,  and   when   they 
would   have  impeded  more  than  they  now  do, 
the  courfe  of  my  ftudies.     I  am  thankful  that 
in  this  remote,  and  in  fome  refpefts  unfavour 
able  fituation,   I  have  both  the  power,  the  will, 
and  efpecially  the  Icijure,   to  do  fomething  both 
in  theology  and  philofophya  on  the  whole  hard 
ly  lefs   than  I  have  done  at  any  period  of  my 
life.     But  my  uncertain  and  flow  communica 
tion  with    Europe   is  a  great  damper.     I  have 
not  yet   heard    of  your   having    received    my 
Effay  on  the  knowledge  of  a  future  flats  among  th* 
antient  Hebrews-,  my  interpretation  of  the  i8tb. 
of  Ilaiah,  and  the  philofophical  pieces  I   fent. 
J  find,  however,    bv  a  notice  from  the   Royal 
Society,  that  my  treatife  on  phlogifton  had  ar 
rived. 
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rived.  I  have  feveral  articles  of  confiderable 
importance,  as  they  appear  to  me,  which  I 
would  fend  if  I  had  a  good  opportunity.,  and  I 
am  continually  adding  to  what  will  be  at  the 
difcretion  of  my  Executors." 

"  In  my  laft  I  think  I   mentioned  to  you  a 
young  man  in  this  place  of  an   excellent   cha 
racter  ;  who  is  become  a  zealous  Unitarian.    By 
his  means  chiefly  I  have  now  a  clafs  of  -  fourteen 
very  promifing   young  men,  to  whom  I  have 
great  fatisfaction  in  giving  lectures  as  I  ufed  to 
do  in  England  from  my  Inftitutes  i  And  I  have 
alfo  been  encouraged  to  open  a  place  of  pub 
lic  worihip   in   a   School  room   near  my  houfe 
where  I  have  a  fmall  congregation.     Many  per- 
fons,  I  was  told,  would  come  to  hear  me,  if  I 
would  preach  out  of  my  own   houfe,  and  I  find 
it  to  be  fo.     I  principally  expound   the  Scrip 
tures,    reading   one  portion  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  and  another  from  the  New.     1  am  now 
reading  Ifaiah,  and  the   hiftory  of  the  gofpels 
from  my  Harmony." 

Concerning  this  EfTay  he  fpcaks  with  great 
modefty  -,  €f  I  did  not  expect  that  all  my  argu 
ments  would,  at  firft  efpecially,  flrike  you  as 
they  do  me  ;  but  on  the  calmed  reflection,  I 
am  quite  fatisfied  with  them.  In  whatever  way 
you  difpofe  of  the  piece,  it  will  be  equally 

agree- 
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agreeable  to  me.     1  am  glad  it  is  thought  worth 
publilhing  in  any  way." 

The  editor  begs  leave  only  to  add,  that  per 
haps  it  may  be  of  importance  on  the  fubje6t  of 
this  EfTay,  to  confider,  that  the  divine  lawgiver 
•was  not  delivering  a  fyftem  of  religion  founded 
on  abftract  principles,  but  fuch  as  was  fuited  to 
the  circumftances  and  fituation  of  the  people  he 
was  to  govern.     And  knowing,  that  the  belief  of 
a  future  ftate  of  fome  fort  was  univerfal,  efpeci- 
ally  among  his  own  people,  being  part  of  the/>r/- 
tait'we  religion  derived  from  Noah,  he  held  it  not 
needful  to  infill  upon  it.     But  as  the  heathen  na 
tions*  in  the  midft  of  whom  the  Ifraelites  lived, 
who  had  retained  the  knowledge  of  one  fupremc 
God  from  the  fame  fource,  had  adopted  the  ido 
latrous   notion  of  many  inferior  deities  beiides, 
who    were    the    managers  and   difpenfers    of 
all   things    here     below  :      His     chief   buli- 
nefs    was    to    imprefs    his    own    nation  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  one  true  God,  and  the 
duty  of  looking  up   to  and  worfhipping  him 
alone,  and  no  other  befides  him,  in  oppofition 
to  the  heathen  ideas,  that  they  were  unregarded 
by  the  fupreme  Being,  and  under  the  govern 
ment  of  tutelar  deities ;  and  to  teach  them  par 
ticularly  by  a  code  of  laws  for  the  conftant  re 
gulation  of  their  conduct,  that  the  Divine  IJeing 
had  a  fpecial  regard  to  this  world,  and  the  moral 

con- 


Vlil  PREFACE. 

conduct  of  his  creatures  in  it ;  and  made  their 
prefent  good  and  profperity,  to  depend  upon  a 
ftrift  adherence  to  him  and  to  his  ftatutes  and 
commandments  :  but  this  did  not  preclude  their 
being  at  the  lame  time  influenced  by  a  view  to 
the  divine  favour,  or  the  fear  of  his  difpleafurc 
in  a  future  world.  So  that  virtually  a  future  life 
was  the  fandtion  of  the  law  of  Moles. 

This  accounts  for  the  omifiion  of  the  exprefs 
mention  of  a  future  ftate  by  Mofes,  without  any 
of  thofe  ingenious  hypothefes  which  have  been 
framed  for  the  folution  of  the  difficulty. 

T.  L. 
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N,  B.  (b)  means  from  the  bottom* 
Page   20.  line  9,  for  in,    read,  into, 

—  29.  —    1 6.  after  another,    a  period. 

.  30.  —    ic.  for  extraction,  read,  extinftioiu 

—  31.   —    8.    —    writer    — —  writers, 
v— Ibid. —    9.  fpeaks  fpeak. 

Ibid.  (b). —  4.  after  dead,    a  Note  of  interrogation. 

—  Ibid.  —  5. thanks  — -  do. 


AN   INQUIRY     INTO  THE    KNOWLEDGE    OP 
THE  ANTIENT  HEBREWS,  CONCERNING  A 
FUTURE    STATE. 

SECTION       I. 


Prefumptive  arguments  in  favour  of  the  antient 

Hebrews  having  the  knowledge  of  a 

future  jlate* 

T  T  is  the  opinion  of  many  Chriftians 
that  the  antient  Hebrews  had  no  know 
ledge  of  a  future  ftate,  confequently  that  a 
view  to  fuch  a  ftate  had  no  influence  on  their 
conduct,  and  that  there  are  no  traces  of  fuch 
a  belief,  or  influence,  in  the  books  of  the 
Old  Teftament.  But  that  this  fhould  be 
the  cafe  appears  to  me  exceedingly  impro 
bable  for  the  following  obvious  reafons  ; 

I*     That  there  is  a  ftate  after  death,  and 

that  it  is  more  or  lefs  a  ftate  of  retribution, 

in  which  virtue  will  be  rewarded   and  vice 

punifhed,  ever  has  been,  and  is  now,  the  be- 

A  2  lief 
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lief  of  all  the  reft  of  mankind  ;  andean  it  be 
fuppofed  that  the  antient  Hebrews  were  the 
only  exception  ?  How  came  they  to  be  ig 
norant  of  a  truth  that  was  known  to  all 
other  nations  ;  or,  if  it  was  an  error,  and  a 
prejudice,  how  came  they  only  to  be  ex 
empted  from  it  ? 

II.     Since  there  is  no  evidence  whatever 
of  a  future  ftate  for  man,   or   that  he  mall 
furvive  the  grave,   any  more  than  for  other 
animals,  from  natural  appearances  ;  the  doc 
trine  of  a  future  ftate  muft  have  come   ori 
ginally  from  revelation  ;  and  is  it  at  all  pro 
bable  that  the  nation  which  has  been  moft 
favoured   with   divine   revelations,   and   by 
whom  they  have  been  communicated  to  the 
reft  of  mankind,  mould  be  more  ignorant  of 
this  moft   important  of  all  truths  than  any 
other  people  ?  May  it  not  rather  be  prefunv* 
cd  that  they  muft  have  had   more  juft  ideas 
on  the  fubjeft  than  any   other  nation,  and 
more  agreeable    to   thofe   which  we  find  in 
the  New  Teftament ;    while  among  other 
nations  which  had   not  the  advantage  of  di 
vine  revelation  this  knowledge   became  ob- 
fcured,   being  tinged  with    fuperftition  and 
abfurdity,  though  it  was  not  wholly  loft. 

Since 
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III.  Since  this  revelation  muft  have  been 
made  to  man  in  a  very  early  period,  it  is  na 
tural  to  expect  it  in  a  ftate  the  leaft  deviating 
from  the   truth  in   the   remoteft  ages,  and 
among  the  oldeft  nations,  and  to  have  be 
come  mixed  with  fable  and  abfurdity  in  a 
courfe  of  time.     And  though  the  Hebrews 
were  not  the  oldeft  of  all  nations,  yet  hav 
ing  a  much  more  difYmcl:  hiftory  of  the  great 
anceftors  of  their  nation,  than  any  other  peo 
ple  whatever,  they  may  be  confidered  as  ha- 
ing  had  better  means    of  information    than 
any  other.    To  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
a  doctrine  known  to  the   Egyptians,    Hin 
doos,  and  Chinefe,  could  not  be  unknown, 
or  not  accurately  understood. 

IV.  The  Hebrews  had  more  juft  ideas  of 
the  moral  attributes,  and  moral  government 
of  God  than  any  other  people,  as  is  evident 
from  their  writings.     They  confidered  the 
Supreme  Being  not  only  as  the  maker,  but 
as  the  righteous  governor  of  the  world;  that 
being  righteous  himfelf,  he  was  a  lover  and 
a  rewarder  of  righteoufnefs  in  his  creatures  ; 
and  yet  they  could  not  but  fee,  yea,  they  ex- 
prefsly  acknowledge,  that  this   his  prefer 
ence  of  the  righteous  was  not  always  mani- 

B  fefled 
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fefted  in  this  life  ;  and  they  reprefent  the 
wicked  not  only  as  frequently  living,  but  as 
dying  in  great  profperity,  while  the  righte 
ous  fuffered  much  affliction.  They  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  therefore  have  helieved,  that  there 
was  a  life  of  retribution  after  this,  in  which 
the  ways  of  God  would  be  juftified,  not- 
vvithftanding  any  prefent  unpromifing  ap 
pearances.  In  thele  ci re um fiances  their 
adherence  to  virtue  muft  have  been  fupport- 
ed  by  their  faith  in  a  life  to  come, 

There  is  no  occaiion  to  cite  many  .pafi'a- 
ges  irom  the  Old  Teftament  to  (how  that 
the  antient  Hebrews  had  the  higheft  ideas 
of  the  divine  regard  to  virtue,  and  of  the 
juftice  and  equity  of  his  adminiflration. 
They  are  innumerable.  I  fhall  however, 
produce  a  few.  Pf.  cxix.  137.  "  Righteous 
*c  art  thou,  O  Lord,and  upright  are  thy  judg- 
"  rnents.  The  righteous  Lord  loveth  righ- 
"  teoufnefs,  and  hateth  all  the  workers  of 
"iniquity.  Pf.  xcvii.  u.  "  Light  is  fown 
"  for  the  righteous,  and  gladnefs  for  the 
"  upi  ight  in  heart/'  All  the  Ifraelites  muft 
have  known,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  old 
world  were  deftroyed  by  a  flood,  and  thofe 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  by  fire  from  hea 
ven, 
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v«n,  on  account  of  their  wickednefs.  On 
this  latter  occafion  Abraham  fays,  Gen. 
xviii.  25.  "  The  judge  of  all  the  earth  will 
*'  do  that  which  is  right." 

It  is  equally  evident  that  theantient  He 
brews  did  not  coniider  the  rewards  of  virtue 
and  the  punifhments  of  vice  as  always  tak 
ing  place  in  this  life.  Their  complaints  of 
the  profperous  condition  of  the  wicked,  and 
of  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous,  are  fre 
quent:  as  Pf.  xii.  8.  "  The  wicked  walk  on 
"  every  fide  while  the  vilefl  of  men  are  ex- 
"  alted."  The  Pfalmift  complains,  Pf.  xvii. 
13.  of  the  wicked  as  "  having  their  portion 
"  in  this  life,'*  and  that  God  "  fills  their 
"  belly  with  hidden  treafures  :  they  are,*' 
he  fays,  "  full  of  children  to  whom  they 
"  leave  their  fubftance." 

In  the  writings  of  Solomon,  there  are 
paffages  ftill  more  exprefsly  to  this  purpofe. 
Ecc.  viii.  14.  "  There  is  a  juft  man  to 
"  whom  it  happeneth  according  to  the  work 
"  of  the  wicked,  and  again  there  is  a  wick* 
'«  ed  man  to  whom  it  happeneth  according 
**  to  the  work  of  the  righteous."  vii.  i^. 
"  There  is  a  juft  man  that  perifhes  in  his 
"  righteoufaefs,  and  there  is  a  wicked  man 
B  2  « that 


"  that  prolongeth  his  life  in  wickedncfs/' 
ix.  i,  "  No  man  knoweth  love  or  hatred 
"  by  that  which  is  before  him.  All  things 
€€  come  alike  to  all.  There  is  one  event  to 
44  the  righteous  and  to  the  wicked,  to  him 
"  that  facrificeth  and  to  him  that  facrificeth 
"  not.  As  is  the  good  fo  is  the  finner,  and 
"  he  that  fweareth  as  he  that  fearcth  an 
"  oath.  This  is  an  evil  among  all  the 
"  things  that  are  done  under  the  fun,  that 
"  there  is  one  event  unto  all." 

V.  Another  prefumptive  evidence,  and  I 
think  a  decifive  one,  in  favour  of  the  antient 
Hebrews  having  had  a  knowledge  of  a  fu 
ture  date,  and  even  that  of  a  refurredion,  is 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sadduccss  on 
ly,  who  though  generally  rich,  were  not  nu 
merous,  it  was  the  belief  of  thejewim  na 
tion  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  and  in  that 
of  the  Maccabees  and  others  after  the  time 
of  Malachi. 

Of  the  former  no  doubt  can  be  enter 
tained  from  the  hiftory  of  theEvangel?/ts,and 
ihcdfts  of  the  Apoftlts,  and  of  the  latter  there 
is  fufficicnt  evidence  both  from  exprefs  tef- 
timony,  and  undifputed  facts.  For  what 
could  poffibly  induce  men,  and  efpecially  fo 

many 
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many  as  were  the  martyrs  in  the  perfecution 
by  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  to  lay  down  their 
lives,  and  even  in  torture,  rather  than  facri- 
fice  to  the  heathen  gods,  and  thereby  re 
nounce  their  religion, but  the  firmed  perfu- 
afion  that  by  ib  doing  they  enfured'a  hap 
pier  lot  in  another  life. 

That  thefe,  and  all  thofc  who  were  emi 
nent  for  their  piety  in  former  times,  were 
actuated  by  t\i\s  faith,  was  certainly  the  opi 
nion  of  the  writer  of  the  epiftle  to  the  He 
brews.  After  enumerating  many  ftriking 
inftances  of  the  power  of  faith,  he  fays  Ch. 
xi.  35,  "Others  were  tortured  not  accepting 
"*'  deliverance,  that  they  might  obtain  a  bet- 
"  ter  refurrection." 

The  Apocryphal  book  entitled  Wifdom 
fhews  the  fcntiments  of  its  author,  and  pro 
bably  that  of  his  nation  in  general,  on  the 
fubject  And  it  is  evident,  that  by  them  it 
was  taken  for  granted,  that  the  righteous 
were  deftined  to  come  to  life  at  a  future  pe 
riod,  and  then  to  poffefs  the  kingdom 
mentioned  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  as  referved 
for  the  "faints  of  the  moil  High."  Ch.  iii. 
4.  "  The  fouls  (or  lives)  of  the  righteous 
*c  are  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  there  mail 

"  no 
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*<  no  torment  touch  them.     In  the  fight  of 
"  the  unwife  they  feemed  to  die,  and  their 
"  departure  is  taken  for  mifery,  and  their  go- 
"  ing  from   us  to  be  utter  deft ruffion.     But 
"  they  are  in  peace.      For   though   they  he 
"  punimed  in  the  fight  of  men,  yet  is  their 
"  hope  full  of  immortality  ;  and  having  been 
"  a  little  chaftifed,  they  ilrall  be  greatly  re- 
"  warded,  for  God  proved  them,  and  found 
tc  them  worthy  for  himfelf.    As  gold  in  the 
"  furnace  he  has  tried    them,  and   received 
"  them    as  a  burnt   offering.     And  in   the 
"  time  of  their  yifitation  they  mall    fhine, 
ft  and  run  to  and  fro  as  fparks  among  the 
"  ftubble.     They  mall    judge  the  nations, 
"  and  have  dominion  over  the  people,  and 
"  their  Lord  fhall   reign  for  ever."     This 
happy  lot,  it  is  evident,  was  not  fuppofed  to 
take  place  immediately  after  death  but  at  a 
future  period. 

Whoever  it  was  who  made  the  translation 
of  the  book  of  Job  that  is  now  in  the  70, 
he  muft  have  lived  in  the  interval  between 
the  writing  of  the  books  of  the  Old  and  thofe 
of  the  New  Teflament  j  and  to  this  we  find 
the  following  remarkable  addition.  "  It  is 
"  written  of  him  that  he  {hall  rife  again,  with 

"  thofe- 
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*'  thofc  whom  the  Lord  raifeth  up  ;"  which 
fhows  that  the  belief  of  a  refurredtion  was 
general  among  the  Jews  in  his  time. 

That  this  dodtrine  mould  have  been  re 
ceived  by  the  Jews  from  the  Chaldeans  at 
Babylon,  or  from  any  other  heathen  nation, 
is  altogether  incredible.  Though  there  arc 
fome  faint  traces  of  the  doctrine  of  a  refur* 
rection  among  the  antient  Chaldeans,  it  foon 
became  evanefcent  in  the  heathen  world  in 
general.  Among  the  heathens  the  doctrine 
of  &  fep drat e  foul,  which  never  dies,  but  fur- 
vives  the  body,  foon  became  univerfal ;  and 
this  is  in  reality  inconfiftent  with  the  doc 
trine  of  a  relurreclion.  And  though  it  gra 
dually  gained  ground  among  the  fpeculative 
Jews,  who  had  intercourfe  with  the  Greeks, 
and  adopted  the  principles  of  their  philofo- 
phy,  fuch  as  Philo  and  Jofcphus,  it  certain 
ly  was  not  the  belief  of  the  Jewiih  nation  in 
general  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour  j  but  that 
of  a  refurrection  only.  When  Jefus  faid  to 
Mary,  with  a  view  to  comfort  her  on  the 
death  of  her  brother,  John  xi.  23.  "  Thy 
"  brother  will  rife  again,"  me  replies,  "  I 
"  know-that  he  will  rife  again  at  the  refur- 
"  re&ion,  at  the  laft  day ;"  which  evidently 
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implies  that  fhe  had  no  belief  of  any  kind  of 
life,  or  enjoyment  for  her  brother  in  the  in 
termediate  time. 

If  then,  the  Jews  did  not  receive  their 
doftrinefrom  the  Heathens,  they  mil  ft  have 
derived  it  from  revelation.  And  at  what 
time  can  we  fuppofe  that  this  greateft  of  all 
difcoveries  was  made  to  them  ?  Certainly  not 
after  the  time  of  Mofes  ;  for  then  there 
would  no  doubt,  have  been  fome  record  of 
it  in  fomc  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  •  every  other  divine  communication 
recorded  in  his  writings,  and  thofe  of  the 
fubfequent  prophets,  being  of  little  moment 
compared  to  this.  But  though  from  the 
time  of  Mofes  the  hiftory  of  the  nation,  and 
the  fucceffion  of  prophets,  was  uninterrup 
ted,  we  have  no  mention  of  any  fuch  com* 
munication,  or  of  any  circumftances  con- 
nefted  with  it.  It  is  impoffible,  therefore, 
not  to  conclude  that  it  muft  have  been 
known  to  all  the  great  ancestors  of  that  na 
tion,  and  probably  to  thofe  of  all  mankind, 
prior  to  any  hiftory  ^  and  being  univerfally 
believed,  there  might  not  have  been  any  par 
ticular  occafion  for  the  writers  to  mention 

it. 

Ar~ 
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Arguing  in  this  manner  a  priori,  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted  but  that  the  antient  He 
brews  mufl  have  had  the  knowledge  of  a 
future  flate,  and  of  a  refurrection  ;  and  if 
ib,  they  mufl  have  been  influenced  in  their 
conduct  by  it.  It  may,  therefore,  be  pre- 
fumed,  that  there  are  allutlons  to  it,  though 
no  cxprefs  mention  of  it,  in  their  moral  wri 
ters,  though  without  this  previous  know 
ledge  of  their  fentiments,  their  meaning 
might  be  doubtful ;  fo  that  no  certain  infe 
rence  could  have  been  drawn  from  their 
language  only.  As  to  their  hijlorians  and 
their  prophets,  we  have  no  particular  reafou 
to  expect  any  reference  to  this  doctrine  in 
their  writings,  fince  the  occafion  of  their 
writing  did  not  require  it.  I  fhall  therefore 
coniider  fome  paflages  in  their  moral  wri 
tings,  as  the  books  of  Pfalms,  Proverbs,  and 
Eccle/iajies,  as  well  as  the  book  of  Job,  as  I 
think  they  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to 
have  been  written  with  a  belief  of  a  future 
ilate,  and  to  have  a  reference  to  it. 

VI.     There  arc  however,   two  circum- 

ilances  in  the  hiftorical  books  of  the    Old 

Teflament  which  clearly  imply  that  there  is 

another  ftatc  of  exiflence  for  man  beiides  the 

C  pre- 
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prefent.  I  mean  the  tranflations  of  Enoch 
and  Elijah.  For  it  could  not  be  fuppofed 
that  thefe  men  were  taken  up  to  heaven  to 
die  there,  or  any  where  elfe.  It  mull  have 
been  to  enjoy  life  to  more  advantage.  To 
be  taken  up  to  heaven,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  be  the  refidence  of  God,  muft  have  given 
the  Hebrews  the  idea  of  their  being  admitted 
to  the  more  immediate  prefence  of  God. 
And  this  explains  thefe  paflages  of  fcripture 
in  which  the  prefence  of  God  implies  a  flate 
of  greater  felicity  than  any  man  can  attain 
toin  this  life  as  Pf.  xvi.  n,  "  In  thy 
"  prefence  is  fulnefs  of  joy.  At  thy 
"  right  hand  are  pleafures  evermore.  ' 
And  as  thefe  two  men  were  eminent 
for  their  virtue  and  piety,  it  would  necef- 
farily  be  inferred  that  this  flate  of  fuperior 
happinefs  would  be  the  portion  of  the  righ 
teous  only.  Hence  alfo  might  come  the 
apprehenfion  that  "  no  man  could  fee  God 
"  and  live/*  this  being  referved  for  a  ftatc 

after  death. 

Thefe  tranflations  of  Enoch  and  Elijah 
would  not  give  any  idea  of  there  being  a 
foul  in  man,  capabje  of  exifting,  and  of  en- 
loying  happinefs,  independently  of  the  bo 
dy  ; 
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dy  ;  fmcc  the  whole  of  thefe  men  were  trail- 
ilated,  the  body  not  being  left  behind.  It 
would,  however,  be  concluded  that,  if  there 
be  a  future  life  for  other  men,  it  muft  be 
after  a  re  fur  red:  ion  from  a  ftate  of  death,  and 
hot  a  continuation  of  theprefent  life,  a  mere 
change  in  the  mode  of  exigence,  and  no  in 
terruption  of  it. 


SECTION       II. 


Of  the  allujions  to  a  future  judgment  In  the 
booh  cf  the  Old  Tejlament. 

I.   HP  H  E  office  of  judge,  or  of  hearing 
and  deciding  caufes,   having  al 
ways  belonged  to  that  of  king,  as  we  fee  in 
the  example  of  David  and  Solomon,  either 
of  them,  in  the  language  of  fcripture,   im 
plies  the  other ;  and  the  terms  themfelves 
are  often  ufed  promifcuoufly,  as   being  iy- 
nonimous.     Of  this  we   have  an  example 
in  the  fecond  Pfalm  v.  10.  "  Be  wife  there- 
C  2  "fore, 
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"  fore,  O  ye  kings,  be  inftrudled  ye  judges  of 
"  the  earth/' 

Whenever,  therefore,  the  divine  Being  is 
rcprefented  under  the  character  of  a  king,  or 
governor,  as  he  always  is,  we  may  conclude 
that  the  writer  confidered  him  as  a  judge, 
and  a  righteous  judge,  of  the  condud:  of 
men  -y  and  confequently  that  at  fome  time  or 
other  he  would  render  to  every  man  accord - 
ding  to  his  works,  that  being  righteous  him- 
felf,  and  a  lover  of  righteoufnefs  in  others, 
perfons  of  this  character  would  not  finally 
go  without  reward  ;  and  being  a  hater  of 
iniquity,  the  wicked  would  not  always  go 
unpuniihed. 

When  therefore,  the  Pfalmift  fays,  Pf.  ciii. 
19.  "  The  Lord  hath  prepared  his  throne  in 
4<  the  heavens,  and  his  kingdom  ruleth  over 
"  all,"  (and  language  fimilar  to  this,  is  fre 
quent  in  the  Pfalms)  he  muft  have  had  a  view 
to  a  time  in  which  God  would  appear  in  the 
character,  and  difcharge  the  office  of  judge, 
rewarding  the  righteous,  and  punifhing  the 
wicked. 

II.  But  befides  this  there  is  frequent  an4 
exprefs  mention  of  a  future  judgment  in  the 
books  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  this  ne~ 

ceflarily 
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ceffarily  implies  a  future  life.  Many  of  thefc 
occur  in  the  Pfalms  ;  and  it  is  evident  that 
in  the  idea  of  the  writer  this  judgment  could 
not  take  place  in  this  life,  in  which,  by  his 
own  acknowledgment,  all  things  in  general 
fall  alike  to  all,  and  the  wicked  not  only  live, 
but  frequently  die  in  great  profperity,  while 
the  righteous  were  opprefTed  by  them.  I 
/hall  recite  the  principal  of  the  paflages  in 
which  they  occur.  Some  of  them  are  more, 
and  others  lefs,  definite,  but  all  fufriciently 
to  the  purpofe. 

Pf.  i.  5.  "  The  ungodly  fhall  not  (land 
"  in  the  judgment,  nor  finners  in  the  con- 
"  gregation  of  the  righteous.  For  the  Lord 
*'  knoweth  the  way  of  the  righteous,  but  the 
"  way  of  the  ungodly  ihall  perifh." 

Pf.  ix.  7.  "  The  Lord  fhall  endure  for 
"  ever.  He  has  prepared  his  throne  for 
"  judgment.  He  fhall  judge  the  world  in 
"  righteoufnefs,  and  fliall  minifter  judgment 
'*  to  the  people  in  uprightnefs. 

Pf.  1.  4.  "  He  fhall  call  to  the  hea- 
<e  yens  from  above,  and  to  the  earth,  that  he 
"  may  judge  his  people,  v.  22,  Confiderthis 
"  ye  that  forget  God,  left  he  tear  you  in 
"  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver*" 

Pf. 
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Pf.   1.  i.     The  mighty   God,    even  the 

"  Lord  hath  fpoken,    and  called  the    earth 

"  from   the  riling  of  the  fun  to  the  going 

"  down  thereof.     Out  of  Zion,  the  perfec- 

"  tion  of  beauty,   God  hath  fhined.     Our 

sc  God  fhall  come,  and  fhall  not  keep  filcnce. 

"  A  fire  fhall  devour  before  him,  and  it  /hall 

"  be    very  tempefluous   round  about  him. 

fe  He  fhall  call  to  the  heavens  from  above, 

"  and  to  the  earth,  that  he  may  judge  his 

"  people.    Gather   my  faints  together  unto 

"  me,  thofe  who  have  made  a  covenant  with 

"  me  by  facrifice  j  and  the  heavens  fhall  de- 

"  clarc  his  righteoufnefs.   For  God  is  judge 

«  himfelf. 

Pf.  Ixvii.  3.  '*  Let  the  people  praife  thee, 
"  O  God,  yea  let  all  the  people  praife  thee. 
"  O  let  the  righteous  be  glad,  and  fing  for 
"  joy.  For  thou  malt  judge  the  people 
"  righteoufly,  and  govern  the  nations  upon 

"  the  earth. Then  mall  the  earth  yield 

"  her  increafe,  and  God  even  our  God  /hall 
"  blefs  us.  God  fhall  blefs  us,  and  all  the 
€t  ends  of  the  earth  fhall  fear  him." 

Pf.  Ixii.  13.  "Unto  thee  O  Lord,  be- 
"  longeth  mercy,  for  thou  rendereft  to  every 

"  man  according  to  his  works." 

Pf, 
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Pf.  xcvi.  ii.  "  Let  the  heavens  rejoice 
*•  and  let  the  earth  be  glad,  &c.  before  the 
'*  Lord.  For  he  cometh  to  judge  the  earth. 
*'  He  fliall  judge  the  world  with  righte- 
"  oufnefs,  and  the  people  with  his  truth." 

Pf.  xcviii.  9.  "Let  the  hills  be  joyful 
"  together  before  the  Lord.  For  he  com- 
*'  eth  to  judge  the  earth.  With  righteouf* 
"  nefs  will  he  judge  the  world,  and  thepeo- 
fc  pie  with  equity, 

It  is  equally  evident  that  Solomon  had  a 
view  to  a  future  judgment,  when,  after  ex- 
prefsly  and  repeatedly  faying  that  in  this  life 
there  is  "  one  event  to  the  righteous  and  to 
"  the  wicked,"  he  recommends  the  precepts 
of  religion  as  the  great  duty,  and  the  high- 
eft  intereft  of  man.  He  alfo  fpeaks  of  a 
future  judgment  in  the  moft  exprefs  term. 

Ecclef.  iii.  17.  "  I  faid  in  my  heart,  God 
"  will  judge  the  righteous  and  the  wicked. 
"  For  there  is  a  time  for  every  purpofe,  and 
"  for  every  work. 

Ecclef.  viii.  6.  "  To  every  purpofe  there 
"  is  a  time,  and  judgment/* 

Ecclef.  xi.  5.  "  Rejoice  O  young  man, 
c<  in  thy  youth,  and  let  thy  heart  chear  thee 
"  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk  in 

"  the 
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"  the  wnvs  of  thy  heart,  and  in  the  fight  of 
"  thine  eyes.  But  know  then  that  for  all 
"  thofe  things  God  will  bring  thee  into 
"  judgment." 

Ecclef.  xii.  13.  "  Let  us  hear  the  con- 
"  clufion  of  the  whole  matter.  Fear  God 
**  and  keep  his  commandments  ;  for  this  is 
"  the  whole  duty  of  man.  For  God  will 
"  bring  every  work  in  judgment,  and  every 
"  fccret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whe- 
"ther  it  be  evil/' 

III.  The  abfolute  affurances  of  the  final 
happinefs  of  the  righteous,  and  of  the  cer 
tain  deftrudion  of  the  wicked,  which  arc 
frequent  in  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  could  not  have  been  given  in  any  con- 
fiftency  with  the  frequent  complaints  of  the 
profperous  condition  of  the  wicked  and  the 
fufferings  of  the  righteous  in  this  life,  with 
out  a  view  to  a  future  ftate  of  recompence. 
I  ihall  only  quote  a  few  of  fuch  paffages, 
out  of  numberlefs  that  might  be  produced. 

Pi.  Ixxxiv.  ii.  "  The  Lord  is  a  fun  and 
"  a  fhield.  The  Lord  will  give  grace  and 
"  glory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold 
44  from  them  that  walk  uprightly." 

Pi.  xcvii.   n.     "  Light  is  fown  for   the 

"  rightc- 
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"  righteous,  and  gladuefs  for  the  upright  in 
"  heart." 

Pi",  cili.  17.  "  The  mercy  of  the  Lord  is 
"  from  everlafting  to  everlafting  to  therri 
"  that  fear  him." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  anger  of  God,  and 
fome  dreadful  punifliment,  are  always  faid 
to  await  all  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  what 
ever  be  their  lot  in  this  life.  Pf,  \xv.  7. 
"  God  is  the  judge.  In  the  hand  of  the 
"  Lord  there  is  a  cup,  and  the  wine  is  red. 
"  It  is  full  of  mixture,  and  he  will  pour  out 
"of  the  fame.  But  the  dregs  thereof  all  the 
"  wicked  of  the  earth  /hall  wring  them  out 
"and drink  them/' 

When, the  profperous  ftate  of  the  wicked 
is  particularly  mentioned,  the  mod  exprefs 
affurance  is,  notwithftanding,  given,  that  the 
lot  of  the  righteous  will  finally  be  much  bet 
ter  than  theirs,  and  therefore  that  they  are 
not  to  be  envied. 

Pf.  xxxvii.  5.  "  Commit  thy  way  unto 
•*  the  Lord,  Truft  alfo  in  him,  and  he  fhall 
u  bring  it  to  pafs.  And  he  (hall  bring  forth 
"  thy  righteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  thy 
"judgment  as  the  noon  day.  Reft  in  the 
D  "Lord, 


« 


« 
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Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  him.  Fret 
not  thy  {elf  becaufe  of  him  who  prof- 
pereth  in  the  way,  becaufe  of  the  man 
who  bringeth  wicked  devices  to  pafs. 
"  v.  9.  Evil  doers  {hall  be  cut  off.  But 
they  that  wait  on  the  Lord  {hall  inherit 
"  the  earth.  For  yet  a  little  while  and  the 
"  wicked  {hall  not  be.  Yea  thou  fhalt  di- 
"  li^ently  confider  his  place,  and  it  fhall  not 
"  be.  But  the  meek  {hall  inherit  the  earth, 
*e  and  delight  themfelves  in  the  abundance 
"  of  peace.  The  wicked  plotteth  againfl 
"  the  juit,  and  gnaflieth  upon  him  with  his 
<€  teeth.  The  Lord  {hall  laugh  at  him,  for 
"  he  feeth  that  his  day  is  coming." 

Pf.  xlix.  1 6.  "  Be  not  thou  afraid  when 
"  one  is  made  rich,  when  the  glory  of  his 
"  houle  is  increafed.  For  when  he  dieth 
««  he  {hall  carry  nothing  away.  His  glory 
"  fliall  not  defcend  after  him.  Tho  whilft 
"  he  lived  he  bleffed  his  foul— he  fliall  go  to 
"  the  generation  of  his  fathers.  They  {hall 
"  never  fee  light." 

In  one  remarkable  paffage  the  cafe  of  the 
profperous  wicked  is  particularly  confidered, 
and  in  it  they  are  represented  as  in  a  ftate 
proper  to  excite  envy  even  till  the  time  of 

their 


their  death  ;  fo  that  the  deftru&ion  with 
which  they  are  threatened  mud  neceflkrily 
be  in  a  future  ftate. 

Pf.  Ixxiii.  i.  "  As  for  me,  my  feet  were 
"  almoft  gone.  My  fteps  had  well  nigh 
"  flipped.  For  I  was  envious  at  the  foolim, 
"  when  I  faw  the  profperity  of  the  wicked. 
"  For  there  are  no  bands  in  their  death,  but 
"  their  flrength  is  firm — When  I  thought 
"  on  this  it  was  too  painful  for  me,  until  I 
f<  went  into  the  fanctuary  of  the  Lord. 
"  Then  underftood  I  their  end.  Surely  thou 
"  didft  fet  them  in  ilippery  places.  Thou 
"  cafleft  them  down  into  deftrudion.  How 
*'  are  they  brought  unto  defolation,  as  in  a 
"  moment.  They  are  utterly  confumed 
"  with  terrors.  As  a  dream  when  one  awak- 
"  eth,  fo,  O  Lord,  when  thou  awakeft  thou 
"  wilt  defpife  their  image,  v.  24.  Thou 
"  wilt  guide  me  with  thy  council,  and  af- 
"  terwards  bring  me  to  glory — -v,  26.  My 
"  heart  and  my  flem  faileth,  but  God  is  the 
"ftrength  of  my  heart  and  my  portion  for 
"  ever— v.  27.  They  that  are  far  from  thee 
"  fhall  perim.  Thou  haft  deftroyed  them 
"  that  go  a  whoring  from  thee."  What 
could  be  the  glory  that  he  expedlcd  when 

D    2  "his 


"  his  heart  and  flem  failed/1  but  a  ftate  of 
happinefs  after  death  ? 

We  find  the  fame  reprefentation  of  the 
poffible  happinefs  of  the  wicked  in  this  life, 
even  to  the  utmoft  term  of  it,  accompanied 
with  an  affurance  of  fuperior  advantage  to 
be  enjoyed  by  the  righteous,  in  the  writings 
of  Solomon. 

Ecclef.  viii.  n.  "  Eecaufe  fentence 
"  againft  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  fpee- 
"  dily,  therefore  the  heart  of  thefons  of  men 
"  is  fet  in  them  to  do  evil.  Though  a 
*<  finnerdo  evil  a  hundred  times,  and  his  day 
"  be  prolonged  ;  yet  furely  I  know  it  mall 
"  be  well  with  them  that  fear  God,  that 
"  fear  before  him.  But  it  (hall  not  be  well 
*•  with  the  wicked,  neither  fhall  he  prolong 
«  his  days,  which  are  as  a  fhadow,  becaufc 
«  he  feareth  not  before  God."  By  "  pro- 
cc  longing  his  days"  in  this  place  cannot  be 
meant  in  this  life,  becaufe  they  were  faid  to 
be  prolonged  before.  It  muft,  therefore,, 
reipecl  his  exiftcnce  in  a  ftate  after  this. 

IV.  There  is  no  exprefs  mention  of  a  life 
after  death  in  the  books  of  Moles,  but  only 
of  "life  and  death"  in  general.  But  it  is 
evident  that  the  Jews  underftood  thefe  terms 

of 
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of  a  future  life  and  death,  or  of  future  hap-- 
pinefs  and  mifery. 

Deut.  xxx.  13.  "  I  call  heaven  and  earth 
«  to  witneis  againft  you  this  day,  that  I  have 
*'  fet  before  you  life  and  death,  bleffingand 
"  curfing,  Therefore  chufe  life." 

That  a  view  to  a  future  life  was  the  real 
fanftion  of  the  laws  of  Mofes  feems  to  have 
been  under  flood  by   our  Saviour,  as  well  as 
by  the  Jews  of  his  time.     For  when  "  a 
"  certain  lawyer  came  to  him  faying,  Luke 
x.  25.     "  What  mall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal 
"  life,  he  faid  unto  him   What  is  written  in 
"the    law?   How  readefl  thou  ?    And  he 
"  anfwcred,    Thou  fhalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
"  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
"  ftrength,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy 
"neighbour  as  thyfelf.     And  he  faid  unto 
"  him,  Thou  haftanfwered  right,  This  do, 
"  and  thou  (halt  live."     It  is  evident  that 
they  both  underftood  the  life  fpoken  of  by 
Mofes  of  "eternal  life,"  as  a  ftate  after  death. 
Our  Saviour  alfo  fays  John  v.  39,  "  Search 
"  the  fcriptures,    for  in  them  ye  think  ye 
*'  have  eternal  iiie." 

I  am   much  inclined  to  think  that  the 
phrafe,  fo  frequently  ufed  by  Mofes,  of  be 
ing 
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ing  "  cut  off  from  their  people/'  or   "  from 
"  their  congregation/'   which  is  denounced 
os  the  punifliment  of  wilful   trail fgreffion  of 
the  law,  refpedls  a  future  ftate  ;  and  that  it  is 
in  oppoiition  to  the  phrafe  being  *'  gathered 
"  to  their  fathers,"  which,  it  is  remarkable, 
is  never  ufed  but  with  refped:  to  good  men, 
and   is  fometimes    promifed   as  a  reward  of 
their  virtue,    even  after  the  longeft  term  of 
human  life,  when,  if  there  was  no  life  after 
this,  no  proper  reward  could  poffibly  await 
them. 

In  the  writings  of  Mofes  not  only  is  the 
nation  of  the  Ifraelites  threatened  with  bea-» 
vy  judgments  on  the  cafe  of  their  addifted- 
ncfs  to  idolatry,  but  individual  perfons  j  and 
yet  it  is  evident  from  their  hiftory,  that  in 
dividuals  were  not  punifhed  in  any  remark 
able  manner;  nor  does  it  appear  that  any 
judgments  were  inflicted  till  the  apoftacy 
was  become  general,  and  the  crime  a  nation 
al  one.  Mofes  however,  fays  Deut.  xxix. 
1 8.  "  Left  there  be  among  you  man,  or 
«*  woman,  or  family  or  tribes,  whofe  heart 
"  turneth  away  this  day  from  the  Lord  our 

"  God  ; faying,  I  fhall  have  peace  though 

"  I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  my  heart,  to 

"  add 
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««  add  drunkennefs  to  thirft,  the  Lord  will 
"  not  fpare  him,  but  then  the  anger  of  the 
**  Lord  and  his  jealouiy  {hall  imoke  againft 
"  that  man,  and  all  the  curfes  that  are  writ- 
*'  ten  in  this  book  fhall  come  upon  him,  and 
"  the  Lord  fhall  blot  out  his  name  from  uii» 
"  der  heaven,  the  Lord  fhall  feparate  him 
"  unto  evil." 

That  the  Jews  in  later  times  underftood 
the  promifes  contained  in  the  books  of  Mo- 
fes,  and  confequently  the  judgments  de 
nounced  againft  tranfgrefibrs,  to  refpec~l  a 
future  life,  is  evident  from  the  account  that 
Jofephus  gives  of  the  fandtions  of  his  laws. 
In  his  treatife  againft  Apion,  Lib.  II.  C.  31. 
he  fays,  "  The  reward  of  fuch  as  live  ex- 
"aclly  according  to  the  laws  is  not  filver 
"  nor  gold.  It  is  not  a  garland  of  olive 
<c  branches,  or  of  fmallage,  nor  any  fuch  pub- 
"  lie  fign  of  commendation.  But  every  good 
"  man  has  his  own  confcience  bearing  wit- 
"  nefs  to  himielf  j  and  by  virtue  of  our  Ic- 
4<  giflator*s  prophetic  fpirit,  and  of  the  firm 
"  fecurity  that  God  himfelf  affords  fuch  an 
"  one,  he  believes  that  God  has  made  this 
"  grant  to  thofe  that  obferve  theie  laws, 

Ku  even  though  they  be   obliged   to  die  for 
"  them, 


"  them,  that  they  (hall  come  into  being 
"  again  ;  and  at  a  certain  revolution  of 
"  things  (hall  receive  a  better  life  than  they 
"  had  enjoyed  before.  Nor  would  I  ven- 
"  ture  to  write  thus  at  this  time,  were  it  not 
u  well  known  to  all,  by  our  adtions,  that 
"  many  of  cur  people  have  many  a  time 
"  bravely  refolved  to  endure  any  fufferings 
'*  rather  than  fpcak  one  word  againft  our 
"  law." 

V.  In  the  book  of  Jeremiah  the  wicked 
are  threatened  with  fome  heavy  judgments 
in  their  "  latter  end"  fV^nK  (Achareth) 
which,  as  he  faw  were  not  inflicted  in  this 
life,  he  muft  have  underftood  as  taking  place 
in  another.  Jer.  xvii.  n.  "  He  that  ga- 
"  thereth  riches  and  not  by  right  (hall  leave 
"•  them  in  the  midft  of  his  days,  and  in  his 
"  latter  end  fliall  be  a  fool.  v.  13.  All  that 
"  forfake  the  Lord  fliall  be  a(hamed,  and 
*'  they  that  depart  from  thee  (hall  be  writ- 
"  ten  in  the  earth  j  becaufe  they  have  for- 
4<faken  the  Lord,  the  fountain  of  living 
waters." 

Here  flame  is  reprefcnted  as  the  punifli- 
ment  of  the  wicked  ;  and  this  is  a  circum- 
ftance  particularly  mentioned  by  Daniel, 

when 


when  he  is  fpeaking  of  the  refurreftion, 
Ch.  xii.  "  Many  of  them  that  deep  in  the 
"  duft  of  the  earth  fliall  awake,  fome  toever- 
"  lading  life,  and  fome  to  fliamc  and  ever-1 
"  lafting  contempt."  This  no  doubt,  is  the 
"  weeping  and  wailing  audgnafliing  of  teeth" 
that  occurs  fo  often  in  our  Saviour's  account 
of  future  punifhment.  On  the  contrary, 
of  good  men  it  is  faid  by  the  apoftle  that 
"  they  will  not  be  afliamed  at  the  coming  of 
"  Chrift." 

VI.  The  folemn  warnings  given  by  Eze- 
kiel  to  individual  finners,  who  certainly,  nei 
ther  in  his  time,  nor  in  any  other,  were  pu- 
niflicd  in  this  life,  muft  necefiarily  refer  to 
another  Ch.  xviii.  4.  "All  fouls  are  mine. 
"  As  the  foul  of  the  father,  fo  alfo  is  the 
"  foul  of  the  fon.  The  foul  that  finneth  it 
"  fliall  die.  The  fon  fliall  not  bear  theini- 
"quity  of  the  father,  neither  fliall  the  fa- 
"  ther  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  fon.  The 
"  rightcoufnefs  of  the  righteous  fliall  beup- 
<f  on  himfelf,  and  the  wickednefs  of  the 
"  wicked  fliall  be  upon  himfelf."  v.  26. 
"  When  a  righteous  man  turneth  from  his 
"righteoufnefs,and  committetli  iniquity,  and 
"  dieth  in  them,  for  his  iniquity  that  he  hath 
E  done 
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"  done  fhall  he  die.  And  when  the  wicked 
"  man  turneth  away  from  his  wickednefs 
"  that  he  hath  committed,  and  doth  that 
"  which  is  lawful  and  right,  he  (hall  fave  his 
"  foul  alive."  v.  30.  "For  I  will  judge  you, 
"  O  houfc  of  Ifrael,  every  one  according  to 
"  his  ways,  faith  the  Lord  God."  By  life 
in  this  remarkable  paflage  muft  neceflarily 
be  underftood  happinefs  in  a  future  flate, 
and  by  death  cither  cxtradtion  of  being,  or 
jnifcry  in  that  ftatc.  In  v.  26.  it  is  remark 
able  that  the  death  with  which  the  fmncr 
is  threatened  is  after  his  natural  death  ;  for 
he  is  rcprcfented  as  dying  in  his  iniquity, 
previous  to  his  punifhment. 
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Of  the  belief  of  the   antient    Hebrews  in  & 
refur  region. 

A  S  the  antient  Hebrews  believed  in  a 
future  ftatc  of  retribution,  it  is  equal 
ly  evident  that  it  was  upon  the  principle  of 
a  "  refurredlion  of  the  dead'*  at  a  future  pe 
riod,  and  not  on  that  of  the  foul  furviving 
the  body,  and  living  independently  of  it;  a 
principle  that  was  adopted  by  the  heathens, 
and  irreconcilcablc  with  it.  The  writer  of 
the  Old  Tcftament  always  fpeaks  of  the  ftate 
of  death  as  that  of  abfolute  infcnfibility.  Pf. 
vi.  5.  "In  death  there  is  no  remembrance 
"  of  thee.  In  the  grave  who  fhall  give  thee 
"  thanks."  Ixxxviii.  10.  "  Wilt  thou  fliew 
"  wonders  to  the  dead.  Shall  the  dead  rife 
"  and  praife  thee  ?  Shall  thy  loving  kind- 
"  nefs  be  declared  in  the  grave,  or  thy  faith- 
"fulnefs  in  definition  ?  Shall  thy  wonders 
E  2  "be 


"  be  known  in  the  dark,  and  thy  rightc- 
"  oufnefs  in  the  land  of  forgetful  nefs  ?"  cxv. 
17.  "  The  dead  praife  not  the  Lord,  neither 
"  they  that  go  down  into  filence."  Ecclef.  ix. 
5.  "  The  dead  know  not  any  thing,  neither 
"  have  they  any  more  a  reward  (meaning 
*'  no  doubt,  in  this  life)  for  the  memory  of 
'*  them  is  forgotten  :  neither  have  they  any 
*'  more  portion  forever  of  any  thing  that  is 
"  done  under  the  fun."  v.  10.  "Whatfoevcr 
"  thy  hand  findeth  to  do>  do  it  with  all  thy 
"  might,  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  deviie, 
"  nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdom,  in  the  grave 
"  whither  thou  goeft." 

It  is  farther  evident  that  the  belief  of  the 
antient  Hebrews  in  a  future  ftate  was  upon 
the  principle  of  a  refurrecftion  of  the  body, 
bccaufe  the  righteous  are  defcribed  as  living 
upon  the  earth,  and  inheriting  it  for  ever, 
Of  this  there  is  frequent  mention  in  the 
xxxviith.  Pfalm.  v.  10.  "  For  yet  a  little 
"  while  and  the  wicked  {hall  not  be.  Yea 
"  thou  (halt  diligently  confidpr  his  placer 
"  and  it  (hall  not  be.  But  the  meek  (hall 
"  inherit  the  earth,  and  delight  themfelves 
"  in  the  abundance  of  peace."  This  paf- 
fnge  our  Saviour  refers  to,  unde.rftanding  it 

in 
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in  this  fenfe,  Mat.  v.  5  v.  28.   "  The  righ- 
"  teous    (hall   inherit   the  land,   and  dwell 
<c  therein  for  ever:''  v.  34. " Wait  on  the  Lord 
"  and  keep  his  way,  and  he  {hall  exalt  thee 
e(  to  inherit  the   land.     When    the  wicked 
"  are  cut  off  thou  (halt  fee  it."  Pf.  Ixix.  35. 
"  For  God  will  fave  Zion,  and  build  the  ci- 
"  ties  of  Judah,  that  they  may  dwell  there- 
"  in,  and  have  it  in  poffeflion.     The  feed  al- 
"  fo  of  his    fervants   (hall   inherit  it,    and 
"  they  that  love  thy  name  fhall  dwell  there- 
"  in." 

The  correfpondence  of  this  paflage  to  two 
others  in  the  book  of  Jfaiah  adds  much  to  the 
probability  of  this  prophet  fpeakingof  a  real 
refurredtion  of  the  righteous  dead  at  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  Ifraelites  to  their  own  coun 
try,   as  the  Jews  always  underftood    them* 
If.  xxvi.  19.     '*  Thy  dead  men    fhall  live, 
"  together  with  my  dead   body  fhall   they 
"  arife.     Awake  and  iing,  ye  that  dwell    in 
*'  the  duft.     For  their  dew  is  as  the  dew  of 
*'  herbs,  and   the  earth   fhall  caft  out  the 
"dead."     The  word  here  rendered  the  dead 
is  rephaim,  which  ufually  denotes  the  impi 
ous  dead,  fuch   as   perifhed   in   the  deluge. 
The  image  in  the  former  part  of  the  paflage 

is 
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is  that  of  the  roots  of  plants  buried  in  the 
ground,  and  reviving  by  means  of  moifture. 

The  fame  idea  occurs  Ch.  Ixvi.  17. 
"Their  heart  fhall  rejoice,  and  their  bones 
"  /hall  flourish  like  an  herb."  Though 
now  dry,  and  (bowing  no  fign  of  life,  they 
will  revive  as  plants  feemingly  dead  revive 
by  means  of  refre filing  (bowers.  In  this 
fenfe  it  is  evident  that  the  paiTage  was  un 
der  flood  by  the  writer  of  the  book  ofEccle- 
fiaflicus,  who  fays  concerning  the  twelve 
minor  prophets,  Ch.  xlix.  16.  "  Let  their 
te  memory  be  blefled,  and  let  their  bones 
«<  flourifh  again  out  of  their  place/'  When 
this  was  written  they  were  all  dead. 

This  alfo  gives  confiderablc  probability 
to  Ezekiel's  vifion  of  the  dry  bones  denoting 
not  merely  a  revival  of  the  nation  of  the 
Ifraclites,  as  from  a  (late  of  death,  but  the 
actual  refurrection  of  thofe  of  them  that 
were  dead.  It  concludes  in  this  remarkable 
manner.  Ch.  xxxvii.  12.  "  Therefore  pro- 
"  phecy,  and  fay  unto  them,  Thus  faith  the 
"  Lord  God.  Behold,  O  my  people,  I  will 
<(  open  your  graves,  and  caufe  you  to  come 
"  up  out  of  your  graves,  and  bring  you  into 
"  the  land  of  Ifrael  -,  and  ye  fhall  know  that 
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«*  I  am  the  Lord  when  I  have  opened  your 
"  graves,  O  my  people,  and  have  brought 
'*  you  up  out  of  your  graves,  and  ihall  put 
"  my  ipirit  in  you,  and  ye  fhall  live ;  and  I 
"  will  place  you  in  your  own  land.  Thou 
"  fhall  know  that  I  the  Lord  have  fpokeu 
"  it,  and  have  performed  it,  faith  the  Lord." 
The  Prophet  was  addreffing  himfelf  to  the 
men  of  his  own  times,  as  to  be  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  his  prophecy  when  they  (hould 
be  witnefles  of  the  fulfilment  of  it.  Such* 
at  leaft,  is  the  moft,  natural  interpretation  of 
the  paflage. 

That  there  is  the  moft  exprefs  mention  of 
a  refurre&ion  in  the  book  of  Daniel  cannot 
be  qucftioned  without  the  greateft  {training 
of  the  text,  and  reducing  the  plaineft  langu 
age  to  figures  of  fpeech.  Ch.  xii.  "  Afe 
**  that  time  thy  people  fliall  be  delivered, 
**  every  one  that  ihall  be  found  written  in 
*  the  book.  And  many  of  them  that  flecp 
"  in  the  duft  of  the  earth  {hall  awake,  fomc 
"  to  everlafting  life,  and  fomc  to  fliame  and 
*'  everlafting  contempt.  And  they  that  be 
"  wife  mall  mine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the 

firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  unto 

rightc- 
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"  righteoufuefs  as   the  flars   for    ever  and 
"  ever." 

Daniel  himfelf  is  particularly    promifed 
a  place  in  this  reiurreclion  v.  13.     "  But 
"  go  thou   rhy  way    till    the  end  be.      For 
"  thou    fhalt    reft,  and    ftand  in  thy  lot  at 
tf  the  end  of  the  days.     This  could  not  re* 
fer  to  any   future  period  in  the  life  of  Da 
niel.     For    this  vifion  was  in    the  reign  of 
Darius  the   Medc,  when  he  was  extremely 
old,  and  in  as  much  power  as  he  ever  had 
been,  or  as  he  was  in  under  Cyrus  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Darius ;  a  degree  of  credit,  and  pow 
er,  which   he  could  not,   according  to  the 
courfe  of  nature,  enjoy  much  longer.     Be* 
fides,  there  is  a  reference  to  an   interruption 
of  the  happy  ftate  of  Daniel.     He  was  to  go 
and  waif  till  the  end  be  $   whereas,   he  con 
tinued  iu  power  from  this  time  till  his  death, 
as  is  mod   probable  from   what  is    faid  of 
him.     Ch.  vi.  28.     "  So   this  Daniel  prof- 
"  pered  in  the  reign  of  Darius,  and  in  the 
"  reign  of  Cyrus  the  Perfian." 

With  this  evidence  of  the  belief  of  a  fu 
ture  life,  and  of  a  refurredion  among  the 
'antient  Hebrews,  we  need  not  hefitate  to 
interpret  literally  feveral  paffages  in  the 

Pfalms 
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Pi  alms,  to  which  fqme  ingenious  commen 
tators,  who  entertained  a  different  opinion, 
have,  with  tolerable  plaufibility,  given  a 
figurative  interpretation  ;  as  Pi.  xvi.  10. 
"  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  the  grave, 
"  neither  wilt  thou  fuffer  thy  holy  one  to 
"  fee  corruption  ;"  meaning  that  he  fhould 
not  continue  fqr  ever  in  that  ftatc.  "  Thou 
"  wilt  (hew  me  the  path  of  life,"  i.  c.  of  eter 
nal  life.  "  In  thy  preferice  is  fulncfs  of  joy, 
"  and  at  thy  right  hand  arc  pleafures  evcr- 
"  more."  This  language  docs  not  corref- 
pond  to  any  thing  that  can  be  enjoyed  in 
this  world,  but  only  in  the  ftatc  to  which 
Enoch  was  tranflated. 

The  Pfalmift,  fpcaking  of  the  wicked, 
fays,  Pi.  xlix.  14.  "  Like  jfhecp  they  arc 
"  laid  in  the  grave.  Death  fhall  feed  on 
"  them  ;  and  the  upright  /hall  have  dorni- 
*'  nion  over  them  in  the  morning,"  i.  c.  the 
morning  of  the  rcfurrection.  "  And  their 
"  beauty  ihall  confume  in  the  grave  from 
"  their  dwclKng.  But  God  will  redeem  my 
"  foul  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  for  he 
"  fhall  receive  me.'*  Pf.  Ixxi.  20.  '*  Thou 
"  who  haft  (hewed  me  great  and  fore  trou- 
"  blcs,  (halt  quicken  me  again,  and  (halt 
F  "  bring 
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"  bring  me  up  again  from  the  depths  of  the 
"  earth.  Thou  wilt  increafe  my  greatnefs, 
"  and  comfort  me  on  every  fide."  David 
lived  only  eight  years  after  the  rebellion  of 
Abfalom,  which  was  the  fource  of  the  great- 
eft  of  all  his  troubles  ;  and  from  feveral  cir- 
cumftances  it  is  probable  that  he  had  no 
great  enjoyment  of  the  laft  years  of  his  life. 
He  was  extremely  feeble,  and  two  years  be 
fore  his  death  was  the  peftilence  which  fol 
lowed  his  numbering  of  the  people.  His 
great  confolations  muft  have  been  derived 
from  his  profpedts  of  a  ftate  after  this. 
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SECTION 


Of  the  dottrine  of  the  book  of  Job. 

ALL  the  |ater  commentators  on  the  book 
of  Job  reprefent  him  and  his  friends 
as  unacquainted  with  the  doctrine  of  a  fu 
ture  (late,  and  as  arguing  on  principles 
which  exclude  the  idea  of  it.  But  this  is 
contrary  to  all  the  more  early  interpreters, 
and  to  natural  probability. 

Job  and  his  friends  were  Arabs,  and  ap 
pear  to  have  lived  in  the  patriarchal  times, 
when  all  other  nations  had  a  knowledge  of 
a  future  ftate,  and  held  it  in  greater  purity 
than  it  obtained  afterwards.  There  is  alfo 
abundant  evidence  of  the  Arabs  in  general 
before  the  time  of  Mahomet  being  well  ac- 
c(uamted  with  this  doctrine.  Can  it  be  fup- 
pofed  then  that  Job  and  his  friends,  all  men 
of  religion,  fhould  have  been  ignorant  pf 
it  ? 

F  *  It 
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It  is  alleged  that  had  they  been  acquaint 
ed  with  this  do&rine  there  would  have  been 
no  room  for  any  controverfy  between  Job 
and  his  friends*  which  they  fay  related  to  the 
vindication  of  the  ways  of  God  to  men.  But 
this  is  a  miftake  of  the  queftion,  which  was 
{imply  whether  Job  was  a  wicked  man  or 
not;  his  friends  arguing  that  he  muft  have 
been  fo,  from  the  uncommon  calamities  in 
which  he  had  been  fo  luddenly  involved, 
and  which  they  coniidered  as  divine  judg 
ments.  But  how  many  perfons  at  this  day, 
when  the  doctrine  of  a  future  ftate  is  un- 
quefiioned,  argue  in  the  fame  manner ; 
thinking  that  very  great  crimes  will  not  pafs 
unpumfhed  in  this  life,  and  that  it  behoves 
the  Divdne  Being  to  make  fpeedy  examples 
01  iuch  wretches  as  a  warning  to  the  reft  of 
the  world  ? 

In  reply  to  them,  Job  not  only  aliens  his 
own  inn  cencc,  and  even  his  exemplary  vir 
tue,  which  he  fays  he  fhould  do  in  the  prer 
fencc  of  God  himfeif;  but  ihows  that  the 
acimimftrauon  of  providence  iu  this  world 
is  bv  no  means  fo  equal  as  they  pretended  : 
for  that  many  good  men  furTcred,  and  many 

wicked 
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wicked   men  were   profperous,    even  to  the 
lateft  term   of  life. 

The  friends  of  Job  fpeak  in  fuch  high 
terms  of  the  redtitude  and  thejuftice  of  God, 
his  love  of  virtue,  and  his  hatred  of  vice, 
as  is  inconfiftent  with  their  belief  of  there 
being  no  future  ftate,  in  which  thatjuftice 
and  regard  to  virtue  would  be  more  mani- 
feft  than  they  could  pretend  that  it  was  in 
this  life.  Job  himfelf  enlarges  on  this  head, 
as  much  as  his  friends. 

It  is   evident  that  Job  is    reprefented  as 
having  no  expectation  of  furviving  his  mif- 
fortunes.     On    the  contrary,   he   earneflly 
wifhcs  for  death,  being  without  hope  of  any 
thing  favourable  to  him  in  life;  and  yet  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  the   pafTage  in  this 
book  which   is  generally  confidered  as  ex- 
prelfive  of  his  belief  of  a  future  ftate,  /hews 
at  lead   that  he  was  confident  of  fomething 
favourable  to  him  taking  place  at  fome  fu 
ture  time  ;  that  notwithftanding  his  prefent 
afflictions,  vvhicri  he,  as  well  as  his  friends, 
confidered  as  coming  from  the  hand  of  God, 
the  Supr:rne  Being  would  finally  appear  as 
his   friend   and   faviour.      Where  then    iti 
thcfe  circumftanccs,  could  this,  in  his  idea, 

be. 
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be,  but  at  fome  time  after  death  ?  The 
common  interpretation,  therefore,  whether 
the  palTage  be  rendered  exactly  in  our 
tranilation  or  not,  is  a  priori  the  moft  na 
tural.  This  celebrated  paffagc  is  as  fol 
lows. 

job.  xix.  23.  "  Oh  that  my  words  were 
"  now  written.  Oh  that  they  were  printed  in 
"  a  book  !  that  they  were  graven  with  an  iron 
"pen  and  lead,  in  the  rock  for  ever!  For 
"  I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and  that 
"he  (hall  ftand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the 
"earth;  and  though  after  my  fkin  worms 
"  deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  Hem  fhall  I 
'"*  fee  God,  whom  1  mall  fee  for  myfelf,  and 
"  mine  eyes  mall  behold,  and  not  ano- 
"  ther,  though  my  veins  be  confumed  with- 


in  me." 


Dr.  Kennicott  fuppofes  that  Job  expedled 
that  God  would  appear  in  a  miraculous 
manner  to  bear  teftimony  to  his  innocence 
before  he  died.  But  befides  that  this  is  not 
confiflent  with  his  repeatedly  wifhing  foi 
death,  as  the  completion  and  termination  of 
all  his  fufferings  (for  then  he  would  have 
died  in  triumph)  and  with  his  fuppofing,  as 
iin  this,  very  Paffage>  that  his  body  would  be 
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wholly  confumed  by  his  diforder,  what  rea- 
fonable  expe&ation  could  it  be  fuppofed  that 
he,  or  any  man,  could  have  of  fuch  a  mi 
raculous  interpofition  in  his  favour  ?  It  is, 
however,  fomething  to  which  he  appeals 
with  the  greateft  confidence,  as  an  event 
with  refpect  to  which  he  entertained  no 
doubt. 

What  Job  fays  on  this  occafion  was  not 
to  vindicate  the  ways  of  providence,  but  on 
ly  a  folemn  appeal  to  a  futurejudgment  with 
refpecl:  to  his  innocence ;  being  confident 
that  he  fhould  be  acquitted  there,  though 
not  by  his  friends  here ;  and  to  this  his  ac- 
cufers  could  not  have  any  thing  to  fay,  and 
therefore  they  had  no  occafion  to  notice  i*- 
It  was  only  a  peculiar  mode  of  declaring  his 
innocence,  and  contradicting  what  they  had 
urged  againft  him. 

The  writer  of  this  book  had  no  more  a 
belief  in  the  confcious  ftate  of  the  foul,  while 
the  body  was  in  the  grave,  than  David  or 
Solomon.  He  ever  fjpcaks  of  death  as  a  ftate 
of  infenfibility,  and  by  no  means  defirable, 
except  as  a  termination  of  affliction.  But 
Job  exprefles  his  hope  of  a  change  in  his  fa 
vour  after  death.  This  appears  to  me  to 

be 
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be  clearly  intimated  in  the   following  paf- 
fagc. 

Ch.  xiv.  7.  "  There  is  hope  of  a  tree 
"  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it  will  fprout  again, 
"  and  that  the.  tender  branch  thereof  will 
*'  not  ceafe.  Though  the  root  thereof  wax 
"  old  in  the  earth,  and  the  ftock  thereof  die 
"  in  the  ground,  yet  through  the  fcent  of 
"  water  it  will  bud,  and  bring  forth  boughs 
"  like  a  plant  j"  that  is,  it  will  prefently  re 
appear,  and  be  the  fame  that  it  was  before. 
"  But  man  dieth,  and  wafteth  away,  yea 
ts  man  giveth  up  the  ghoft,  and  where  is  he? 
"  As  the  waters  fail  from  the  fea,  and  the 
"  flood  decays  and  drieth  up ;"  that  is,  he 
is  like  to  a  livulct  in  Arabia,  which  difap- 
pears  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  fo  that  there  is 
no  trace  of  it  Ieft9  though  it  will  be  found 
again  at  the  return  of  the  proper  feafon  of 
the  year.  "  So  man  lieth  down,  and  rifes 
"  not  again>  till  the  heavens  be  no  more* 
"  They  fhall  not  awake,  nor  be  railed  out  of 
"  their  flecp,"  that  is  *c  till  the  hcjavens  be 
"  no  more/'  till  a  very  diftant  period,  like 
the  rivulet  to  which  he  compares  him.  He 
wiihes  for  death,  but  in  hope  of  a  future 
change  in  his  favour,  and  therefore  he  adds, 

"O, 
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"  O,'  that  thou  wouldeft  hide  me  in  the 
"  grave,  that  thou  wouldeft  keep  me  fccret 
"  until  thy  wrath  be  paffed  ;  that  thou 
"  wouldeft  appoint  me  a  fet  time,  and  rc- 
"  member  me/' 

It  is  evident  that  he  hoped  not  to  be  for 
gotten  when  he  was  dead.  If  "a man  die, 
"  {hall  he  live  again  ?"  that  is  immediately, 
as  he  now  does.  Man  does  not  die  like  a 
tree,  but  only  difappears  for  a  time,  like  an 
Arabian  rivulet.  With  this  idea  he  pro 
ceeds  to  fay.  "  All  the  days  of  my  appoint* 
"  ted  time  will  I  wait  till  my  change  come." 
This  was,  no  doubt,  a  change  in  his  favour  $ 
and  therefore  he  wifhed  for  it.  <e  Thou 
"  malt  call,  and  I  will  anfwcr  thee.  Thou 
"  wilt  have  a  defire  to  the  work  of  thy 
"  hands/'  That  is,  after  a  ftate  of  infenfU 
bility  in  death  he  would  be  called  to  a  new 
life,  free  from  the  troubles  and  diftrefles  of 
this. 

It  muft  have  been  with  a  full  perfuafion 
of  a  future  life  that  he  faid,  Ch.  xiii.  15. 
"  Though  he  flay  me  yet  will  I  truft  in  him. 
"  But  I  will  maintain  my  own  ways  before 
«*  him.  He  alfo  (hall  be  my  falvation ;  for 
"  a  hypocrite  (hall  not  come  before  him,  or 
G  « ftand 
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"  ftand  in  his  prcfence."  Here  he  fpeakt 
of  truft  in  God,  and  of  falvation,  after  he 
was  dead,  What  could  a  Chriftian  fay  more  i 
This  language  is  exadly  correfpondent  to 
that  of  David  quoted  before. 

To  the  fame  purpofe  he  fays,  Ch.  xxvii. 
8.  "What  is  the  hope  of  a  hypocrite  though 
"  he  have  gained,  when  God  taketh  away 
"  his  foul,"  i.  e.  "  his  life."  The  mean 
ing  evidently  is,  that  how  profperous  foever 
a  wicked  man  may  be  in  this  life,  which  he 
elfcwhere  fuppoles  he  might  be  in  the  high- 
eft  degree,  and  till  the  day  of  his  death,  he 
can  have  no  hope  of  happinefs  after  death, 
which  the  righteous  man  has.  He  likewife 
fays,  Ch.  xxvii.  19.  '*  The  rich  man  fhall 
"  lie  down,  but  (hall  not  be  gathered.  He 
"  opcneth  his  eyes,  and  he  is  not."  To  be 
•'  gathered"  in  this  place  muftmean  fome- 
thing  more  than  merely  dying,  and  it  is  evi 
dently  iome  privilege  which  the  wicked  had 
not,  and  therefore  muft  refer  to  fomething 
after  death.  It  is,  as  I  have  obfervcd,  a 
phrafe  that  is  never  ufed  but  with  refped:  to 
the  deaths  of  good  men.  He  could  hardly 
have  fpoken  more  intelligibly  if  he  had  faid 
that  when  the  wicked  man  dies  he  has  no 

ex- 


(    47    ) 

expectation  of  a  future  happy  life,  which  is 
referved  for  the  righteous,  and  when  he 
opens  his  eves  at  the  refurrcftion,  it  is  to 
receive  the  doom  of  the  wicked,  which  is 
generally  denoted  hy  the  phrafe  "  deflruc- 
"  tion,"  or  by  language  of  the  fame  im 
port. 

Zophar  too  feems  to  confider  the  crimes 
,«f  the  wicked  as  rendering  them  liable  to  pu- 
nifhment  after  death,  when  he  fays,  Ch.  xx. 
li.  "  His  bones  are  full  of  the  fins  of  his 
**  youth,  which  fhall  He  down  with  him  in 
"•theduft."  Why  does  he  fpeak  of  his  fins 
is  going  with  him  to'  the  grave,  but  with 
the  idea  of  their  appearing  againft  him  here 
after.  Thus  of  good  men  it  is  faid,  Rev, 
xiv.  13,  u  that  their  works  follow  them," 
when  they  die. 

Job  feems  to  warn  his  uncandid  friendi 
of  afuture  judgment,  though  the  cxaft  mean 
ing  of  the  language  he  uies  is  not  obvioui, 
Ch.  xix.  29.  *'  Be  ye  afraid  of  the  fword. 
"  For  wrath  bringeth  the  punifhment  of 
"  the  fword,  that  ye  may  know  that  there 
"  is  a  judgment."  This  he  feems  to  inti 
mate  would  be  more  favourable  to  him  than 
it  would  be  to  them. 

G  2  Con- 


Confidcring  that  the  fufferings  of  Job 
could  not  well  have  been  greater  than  they 
were  in  this  life,  he  muft  ncccfiarily  refer  to 
fomething  after  it  when  he  exprefies  his 
dread  of  fome  other  divine  judgment  if  the 
charges  of  his  accufers  had  hcen  well  found 
ed.  Ch.  xxxi.  13.  "  If  I  defpifed  the  caufc 
€t  of  my  man  fervant,  or  of  my  maid  fervant 
"  when  they  contended  with  me,  what  fhall 
"  I  do  when  God  rifeth  up,  and  when  he  vi- 
f '  fitcth  me  what  fhall  I  anfwer  him  ?"  Hcr$ 
the  phrafe  "  rifing  up"  feems  to  be  what  is 
called  "juridical,"  referring  to  the  cuftoms 
of  courts  ofjuftice,  in  which  the  judge  flood 
up  when  he  pronounced  a  fentence.  He 
therefore  fuppofes  that  there  is  a  future  judg 
ment,  to  which  he  would  be  amenable  af 
ter  death. 


SEC- 
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SECTION       VL 


Of  the  j  ate  of  the  wicked  at  the  refurrcftion. 

T  T  is  obfervable  that  the  punifhment  of 
the  wicked  is  always  defcribed  in  the 
Old  Teftamcnt  in  language  that  implies 
*'  definition,"  or  the  extinction  of  being. 

Job  fays  Ch.  xxi.  30.  "  The  wicked  is 
"  refcrved  to  the  day  of  deftrudlion.  They 
"  fhall  be  brought  forth  to  the  day  of  wratii. 
Ch.  xxxi.  3.  "Is  not  deftruction  to  the 
0  wicked  ?  and  a  ftrange  punifhment  to  the 
"  workers  of  iniquity  ?"  v.  23.  "  Deftruc- 
"  tion  from  God  was  a  terror  to  me/' 

This  language  is  frequent  in  the  book  of 
Pfalms.  Pf.  v.  5.  "  The  foolifh  (hall  not 
"  ftand  in  thy  fight.  Thou  hateft  all  the 
**  workers  of  iniquity.  Thou  wilt  deftroy 

them  that  fpeak   leafing.*'    xxxvii.   20. 

The  wicked  (hall  perilh,  and  the  enemies 


** 
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"  of  the  Lord   (hall  be  as  the  fat  of  lambs. 

"  They   (hall  confume  :  into    fmoke  (hall 

"  they   confume  away."     v.  28.     "  The 

"  Lord    loveth  judgment,     and    forfaketh 

"  not  his  faints.     They  (hall  be  prefervcd 

"  for  ever.     But  the  feed  of  the  wicked  (hall 

«  be  cut  off."    Iv.  23.  "  Thou  Lord,  (halt 

"  bring  them  down  to  the  pit  of  deftruftion. 

*'  Bloody  and   deceitful  rnen  (hall  not  live 

"  out  half  their  days."     By  this  he  could 

not  mean  that  they  would  not  live  to  the  na* 

tural  term  of  human  life,  for  he  often  fays 

the  contrary.     He  muft  therefore  refer  to  a 

future  exiftence,     Iviii.  9,     "  He  will  take 

f*  them  away  as  with  a  whirlwind,  both  1U 

"  ving,  and  in   his  wrath,     The  righteous 

Gi  (hall  rejoice  when  he  feeth  the  vengeance  $ 

"fo  that  a  man  (hall  fay,    Verily  there  is  a 

c*  reward  for  the   righteous.     Verily  there 

"  is  a  God  that  judgcth  in  the  earth,"  Ixviii, 

j,     *'  Let  God  ari(e.     Let  his  enemies  be 

"  fcattered.     Let  them  alfo  that  hate  him 

"  iiee  before  him.    As  fmoke  is  driven  away 

"  fo  drive  them  away.    As  wax  melteth  be* 

"  fore  the  fire,    fo  let  the  wicked  peri(h  at 

«f  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.     But  let  the 

"  right- 


"  righteous  be  glad.     Let  them  rejoice  be- 
*'  fore  the  Lord.     Yea  let  them  exceedingly 
"  rejoice."     Ixix.  28.    "  Let  them  be  blot- 
"  ted  out  of  the  book  of  the  living,  and  not 
<f  be    written   with   the  righteous."     This 
text   receives   illuftration  from  Dan.  xii.  i. 
"  At  that  time  thy  people  fhall  be  deliver- 
**  ed,  every  one  that  mall  be  found  written 
"  in  the  book"    Pf.  xcii.  9.     n  For    thine 
"  enemies,  O  Lord,  mail  perifh.     All  the 
"  workers  of  iniquity  mall    be   fcattered." 
civ.  35.     "  Let  the  finners  becoufumed  out 
"of  the   earth,  and  let  the  wicked   be  no 
«'  more." 

Solomon  makes  ufe  of  language  of  the 
fame  import.  Pr.  xxiii.  17.  "  Let  not  thy 
*c  heart  envy  fmners,  but  be  thou  in  the  fear 
"  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long.  For  furely 
4<  there  is  an  end  (acheritb]  and  thy  expec- 
"  tation  fhail  not  be  cut  off."  By  acherith, 
in  this  and  feveral  other  places,  miift,  I 
think,  be  meant  a  future  ftate  in  which, 
and  not  before  the  wicked  will  be  punimed. 
The  prophet  Ifaiah  adopts  the  fame  langu 
age,  Ch.  Ixvi.  17.  "They  who  fandtify 
"  themielvcs,  and  purify  themfelves,  in  the 
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"  gardens,  behind  one  tree  in  the  midft, 
"  eating  fwine's  flefh,  and  the  abomination, 
l<  and  the  moufe"  (by  which  circumftancel 
he  dcfcribcs  the  idolaters)  "  mall  be  confii- 
tc  mcd  together,  faith  the  Lord/' 

By  the  term  definition  we  are  not,  how. 
ever,  necefiarily  to  underftand  utter  annihi 
lation.  For  the  Ifraeljtcs  are  threatened 
with  deftructioft  in  cafe  of  apoftacy,  when 
they  were  only  to  be  difpcrfed,  and  fuffer  a 
long  time,  in  a  ftate  of  exile  from  their  own 
country,  to  which  they  were  to  be  reflored 
in  due  time.  Deut.  iv.  26.  "  1  call  hea- 
"  vcn  and  earth  to  witnefs  againft  you  this 
"  day,  that  ye  (hall  foon  *  utterly  perifh 

"  from 

*  Here  the  wordfeon  is  probably  ufcd  for  certain 
ly,  and  a  fimilar  interpretation  will  remove  fcveral  con- 
fiderable  difficulties  from  other  paflages  of  fcripturc, 
cfpecially  that  of  our  Saviour's  promifmg  the  penitent 
thief  that  he  fhould  be  with  him  in  paradife  on  that  day  ; 
when  his  meaning  probably  only  was,  that  he  fhould 
certainly  be  with  him,  without  intending  to  give  any 
idea  of  the  time  when  they  fhould  be  there.  So  in 
Rev,  iii.  u.  and  xxii.  20,  he  faysfurely  I  ccjtte  quickly 
tho  almoft  two  thoufand  years  arc  patted,  and  h«  is  not 
yet  come.  Even  when  he  fays,  Matt.  xxiv.  34.  that 
that  gencratisn  would  not  pafs  before  his  predictions 
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(€  from  off  the  land  \v hereunto  ye  go  over 
"  Jordan  to  poffefs  it.  Yc  fhall  not  pro- 
"  long  your  days  upon  it,  but  fliall  be  ut- 
"  terly  dell  roved."  It  is  added  however, 
v.  30.  "  When  thou  art  in  tribulation, 
t(  and  all  thefe  things  are  come  upon  thee, 
"even  in  the  latter  days,  if  thou  turn  to 
"  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  be  obedient  to  his 
"  voice  (for  the  Lord  thy  God  is  a  merci- 
"  ful  God)  he  will  not  forfake  thee,  neither 
<c  cleftroy  thee.'' 

There  is  therefore,  reafon  to  hope  that 
notwithstanding  the  deftruftion  with  which 
the  wicked  in  general,  like  the  idolatrous  If- 
raelites  arc  threatened,  mercy  may  be  fliewn 
to  them  at  a  diftant  period,  provided  the  pu- 

concerning  his  fecond  coming,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
defolation  of  Judca,  fhould  be  fulfilled,  he  might  only 
mean  to  fay  that  thofe  events  would  take  place  as  cer 
tainly  as  if  thofc  who  then  heard  the  prediction  fhould 
thcmfelves  fee  the  fulfilment  of  it.  For  as  to  the  time 
when  he  fhould  actually  come  he  exprefsly  fays  that  he 
did  not  know  it.  In  Luke  xviii.  7.  the  term  fpeedily 
is,  no  doubt,  ufed  for  certainly.  For  in  the  application 
of  the  parable  of  the  unjuft  judge  Jefus  fays,  that  God 
ul&fpeedify  avenge  bis  elett,  though  he  had  juft  be 
fore  faid  that  he  would  a  long  time  forbear  to  do  It  -t  fo 
that  their  patience  would  be  exercifed  by  waiting. 

H  i]  i  fhiD  en  t 


(     54     ) 

nifhment  denoted  by  the  phrafe  dtftruftion 
have  its  proper  effedt  upon  them.  And 
happily,  this  cannot  be  doubted  while  the 
general  principles  of  human  nature  remain 
the  fame,  that  they  are  now.  In  that  ftate 
of  differing  they  will  want  neither  know/edge, 
nor  experience  $  and  it  is  only  for  want  of 
thefe  that  any  perfons  are  drawn  into  fin, 
and  become  the  proper  objects  of  puni/h- 
ment. 


An 
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An  Attempt  to  explain  the  'Eighteenth,  Chap 
ter  of  If ai ah. 


TV/T  U  C  H  of  the  attention  of  learned 
chriftians  has  of  late  been  given  to 
that  part  of  the  prophecies  of  Jfaiah  which 
is  contained  in  the  eighteenth  chapter, 
which  is  with  juftice  confidered  as  one  of 
the  moft  obfcure  of  his  or  any  other  pro 
phecies  ;  and  fince  the  interpretations  that 
have  been  given  of  it  are  very  different,  I 
fhall  hope  to  be  excufed  if  I  propofe  ano 
ther. 

Notwithstanding  the  uncertainty  there 
may  be  in  the  fenfe  of  particular  words  and 
phrafes,  in  this  or  other  prophecies,  it  may 
not  be  difficult  to  afcertain  the  general  fenfe 
of  them  from  collateral  evidence ;  fo  that 
though  thofe  words  and  phrafes  may  re 
main  of  doubtful  interpretation,  there  may 
be  no  great  uncertainty  with  refpecl:  to  any 
thing  of  much  importance  in  the  pro 
phecy. 

H  2  There 


(     56     ) 

There  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  He 
brew  text  of  the  prophetical  books  of  fcrip- 
ture  being  confidcrably  corrupted  by  fre 
quent  tranfcribing.  To  this  the  neceffary 
obfcurity  of  thefe  parts  of  fcripture,  would 
greatly  contribute,  while  the  obvious  fenfc 
of  the  hiftorical  books  would  fecure  their 
corredtnefs  to  a  tranfcriber  who  underftood 
the  language.  On  this  account  it  may  be 
allowed  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  antient 
verfions  ;  fince  at  the  time  in  which  they 
were  niade  the  cppies  might  be  more  cor- 
red.  Confequently,  if  any  of  them  give  a 
clear  meaning,  confident  with  the  context, 
it  may  be  adopted,  in  preference  to  the  He- 
Vew  text  of  which  no  certain  or  good  fenie 
can  be  made.  Even  conjectural  emenda 
tions,  without  the  authority  of  any  antient 
verfion,  or  MS,  may  fometimes  be  allowed, 
though  this  fhould  be  done  very  iparingly  ; 
fince  many  of  the  moft  plaufible  of  thofe 
emendations  have  appeared,  on  farther  con- 
fideration,  to  be  unneceilary  ;  the  prcfent 
text  being  capable,  on  a  more  critical  ex 
amination,  of  a  clear  and  unexceptionable 
interpretation. 

Having 
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Having  xpremifed  thefe  obfervations, 
which  refpect  the  prophetical  writings  in 
general,  1  (hall  proceed  to  others  which  may 
tend  to  throw  fome  light  upon  this  part  of 
Jthem  in  particular. 

I.  At  the  time  that  Ifaiah  began  to  pro 
phecy,  the  kingdom  of  Judah  was  threat 
ened  with  an  invaiion  by  the  kings  of  Ifrael 
and  Syria,  and  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of 
Hezekiah,  with  a  more  formidable  one  by 
the  king  of  AHyria.  But  notwithftandino- 
theie  unfavourable  appearances,  it  is  the 
great  burden  of  the  prophecies  of  Ifaiah, 
that  the  promiies  of  God  to  their  forefa 
thers,  Abraham,  Jiaac,  and  Jacob,  and  re 
peated  by  Moles,  viz.  that  they  would  be 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  and  flourifliinw  of 
all  nations,  would  certainly  be  fulfilled  • 
that  though  their  fufferings  would  be  great, 
and  they  would  be  difperfed,  as  Mofes  had 
foretold,  over  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  they 
would  in  due  time,  be  reftored  to  their  own 
country,  and  enjoy  the  unmolefted  pofleflion 
.  of  it  to  the  end  of  time  ;  while  all  the  na 
tions  which  at  that  time  threatened  them, 
and  all  others  that  Ihould  hereafter  rife  to 

great 
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great  power   and  opprefs  them,    would  be 
exterminated. 

This  fate  is  particularly  announced  con 
cerning  all  the  countries  that  were  at  that 
time  hoftile  to  the  Ifraelitcs,  though  it  does 
not  appear  in  what  period  of  the  long  conti 
nuance  of  liaiah's  prophecying  thofe  pre 
dictions  were  delivered,  and  it  is  not  pro 
bable  that  they  were  given  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  recorded.  The  judgments 
of  God  againft  Aflyria'  are  contained  in 
Ch.  x.  and  Ch.  xiv.  22  ;  againft  Babylon 
Ch.  xiii;  againft  Moab  (at  that  time  a  pow 
erful  and  proud  nation)  Ch.  xv  ;  againft 
the  Syrians  Ch.  xvii  ;  againft  the  Egypti 
ans  Ch.  xix;  and  againft  the  Tynans  Ch. 
xxiii.  All  thefe  predictions  of  Ifaiah  con 
cerning  the  fate  of  thefe  particular  coun 
tries  were  followed  by  other  fimilar  ones  in 
Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel,  and  fomc  of  them 
in  the  minor  prophets,  about  two  centuries 
after  him. 

The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  prophecies 
is  that  againft  Babylon,  which  made  no 
great  figure  in  the  time  of  Ilaiah  and  had 
not  then  been  hoftile  to  the  Ifraelites.  It 
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is  farther  remarkable,   that   the  overthrow 
of  Babylon   is   announced  as  to  be  accom 
pli  med  by  the  Medes,   Ch.  xiii.  17.   xxi.    2. 
xxxi.  8.   xlvi.   47.  a' nation  then  quite  in- 
confiderable ;  and  Cyrus,  the  conquerer  of 
Babylon,  is  even  mentioned  by  name,   Ch. 
xliv.  28.   xlv.  i.  about  two  hundred  years 
before  he  was  born. 

II.  The  xviith.  and  xviiith.  chapters  of 
Ifaiah  contain  one  of  thofe  prophecies.  It 
is  entitled  *Ihe  burden  of  Damafcits,  the  ca 
pital  of  the  kingdom  of  Syria,  which  was 
then  a  powerful  ftate,  and,  in  conjunction 
with  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  threatened 
the  kingdom  of  Judah.  But  though,  of 
thefe  two,  Damafcus  is  threatened  with 
utter  deflrudtion,  and  the  fortrefs  is  foretold 
to  ceafe  from  Ephraim,  yet  it  is  faid  that  a 
remnant  Jhall  be  left  of  Jfracl.  As  no  new 
title  occurs  till  thexixth.  chapter,  we  may 
conclude  that  the  predictions  in  the  xviii. 
cannot  relate  to  Egypt,  as  Bimop  Lowth 
and  moft  other  interpreters  fuppofe,  efpeci- 
ally  as  the  very  next  chapter  has  the  title 
of  T/je  burden  of  Egypt. 

III.     As  the  word  »in  in  Ch,  xvii.  v.  12. 

evi- 
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evidently  fignifies  woe,  and  announces  ca 
lamity,  the  lame  muft  no  doubt,  be  its 
meaning  in  Ch.  xviii.  v.  i.  which  is  only  a 
continuation  of  the  fame  prophecy,  though 
it  may  in  other  places  be  a  mere  interjec 
tion,  fignifying  a  call  to  fome  perfon  or 
nation. 

IV.     There  is  great    uncertainty  in  ren 
dering  the   phrafe  D»£X3D  bvbs  ;    but   that  it 
is  in  any  refpedt  defcriptive  of  Fgypf  cannot 
be  admitted,  for  the  reafonjuft  given.   And 
as  the  verfes   immediately  preceding  in  the 
fame  prophecy,    though   improperly   placed 
in  a  different   chapter,    represent  all  nations 
as  expofed   to  divine  judgments,   this   may 
be  intended  to  denote  the  mod  powerful  of 
them   in  general,  without   alluding  to   any 
of  them  in  particular.     The  phraiey7W^t;- 
ing  'with  'wings  (which  is   the  moil  literal 
rendering    and     adopted    in    our    common 
tranilation)    may   refer  to  its  power  of  pro* 
testing  other  nations,  and  therefore  imply 
great   power  in  itfelf,  fuch  as   might  lead 
it  to  exped:  to  efcape  the  threatened  judg 
ments. 

V.     Ctijh  being  a  country  fituatcd  farther 

to 


to  the  fouth  than  any  other  with  which  the 
Ifraelites  were  acquainted,  the  land  beyond 
the  rivers  of  Cufh  may  fignify  any  diftant 
nation ;  the  prophecy  intimating,  that  nei 
ther  great  power,  nor  remotenefs  of  fitua- 
tion,  would  avail  any  nation  on  which 
God  had  determined  to  inflict  his  judg 
ments. 

VI.  As  the  final  return  of  the  Ifraelites 
from  all  the  countries  of  their  difperfion, 
in  which  return  they  will  be  favoured  and 
affiftcd  by  other  nations,  is  reprefented  by 
this  prophet,  Ch.  Ixvi.  20.  under  the  image 
of  an  offering  brought  from  all  nations  to 
Jehovah  ;  v.  7.  of  this  prophecy,  in  which 
the  fame  language  is  made  ufe  of,  moft 
probably  relates  to  the  fame  great  event. 
Confequently,  the  prophet's  defcription  of 
this  nation  muft  apply  to  the  Ifraelites, 
whatever  difficulty  there  may  be  with  ref. 
peel  to  the  phrafes  by  which  that  nation  is 
dcfignated. 

The  phrafc  1p  1p  v.  2.  in  the  defcription 
of  the  fame  people,  is  probably  a  corrup 
tion,  fince  they  give  no  clear  meaning  what 
ever.     We  may  therefore,  adopt  fome  of 
I  the 
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the  anticnt  verfions ;  and  though  thefe  dif 
fer,  they  all  agree  in  giving  the  idea  of  a 
people  oppreffed  and  harrajfed,  as  the  Ifrael- 
ites  are  in  their  difperfion.  Since,  however, 
the  fame  words  occur  in  Ch.  xxviii.  10. 
where  they  are  rendered  by  our  tranflators 
line  upon  line,  and  made  equivalent  to  precept 
upon  precept,  one  of  the  marginal  readings, 
viz.  a  nation  of  line  line,  may,  as  the  moft 
literal,  be  approved.  In  cither  cafe,  it  de 
notes  the  Ifraelitcs,  who  have  been  favour 
ed  with  divine  revelations,  though  they 
were  not  effectual  to  prevent  their  apof- 
tacy. 

The  phrafc  wbofe  land  the  rivers  bavefpeil- 
ed,  may  well  enough  apply  to  the  holy  land, 
if  by  rivers,  we  underftand  with  Bp.  Horf- 
ley,  any  other  caufe  of  dcfolationj  fuch  as 
hoftilc  armies,  which  arc  often  compared 
to  the  overflowing  of  rivers: 

VII.  The  phrafc  fwift  mejfengers  v.  2. 
by  no  means  ncccflarily  alludes  to  the  in 
habitants  of  the  land  Jkadowing  with  wings, 
or  any  other  particular  nation  ;  but  to  fwift 
meffcngers  in  general,  who  arc  directed  to 
announce  the  purpofes  of  God  with  ref* 

peft 


(     63     ) 

pcft  to  his  people,  and  all  other  nations ; 
his  purpofes  of  favour  to  the  former,  and  of 
heavy  judgments  on  the  latter.  And  fmcc 
mention  is  made  v.  6.  of  being  left  to  the 
fowls  of  the  mountains,  and  the  beafts  of  the 
earth,  and  this  is  language  in  which  the 
deftrudion  of  the  enemies  of  the  Ifraelites 
at  their  reftoration  is  made  ufe  of  in  other 
prophecies,  it  is  probable  that  the  fame  event 
is  alluded  to  in  this  more  obfcure  pal- 
fage. 

VIII.  There  is  much  difficulty  in  the 
tranflation  of  v.  4,  and  5,  and  I  am  by  no 
means  fatisfied  with  any  that  I  have  fcen  of 
them  ;  but  the  object  of  them  feems  to  be 
to  cxprefs  the  attention  that  God  gives  to 
his  chofen  people  at  all  times,  cither  with 
refpect  to  the  favour  which  he  will  finally 
fhcw  to  them,  or  his  chaftifemcnt  of  them 
for  their  difobediencc. 

I  (hall  now  give  what  appears  to  me  the 
beft  tranflation  of  this  prophecy,  availing 
myfelf  of  the  anticnt  veriions  with  refpect 
to  the  more  difficult  pafTages  above  men 
tioned,  and  of  Mr.  Dodfon's  and  Bp. 
Horfley's  the  laleft  of  the  modern  onei. 
I  2  There 
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There  is  no  occafion,  however,  to  give 
any  tranflation  of  Ch.xvii.  though  it  con 
tains  a  part  of  the  fame  prophecy  with  that 
in  Ch.  xviii.  and  though  an  attention  to  it 
is  as  I  have  {hewn  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
the  right  undemanding  of  it  5  becaufe  the 
fcnfe  of  this  chapter  is  fufficiently  clear, 
fo  that  all  the  tranflations  of  it  nearly 
agree. 

"  Woe  to  the  land  with  extended  wings, 

"  beyond  the  rivers  of  Culh,  which   fends 

"  ambafladors   by  fea,    in    veflels   of  bul- 

"  nifties  on    the   waters.     Go  fwift  mef-% 

"  fengcrs   to  a  nation  opprefled  and  afflidt- 

"  ed,   to  a  people  wonderful  from  the  bc- 

"  ginning,   and  to  this    day,   a  nation  dif- 

«  perfed  and  opprefled,  and   whofe  country 

«'  the  floods    have   deftroyed.     Yea  all  yc 

**  who  inhabit  the  world,  and  dwell  upon 

"  the   earth,    when   the  ftandard  fhall   be 

6«  lifted  up   upon   the    mountains   behold, 

"  and  when  the  trumpet  fhall  be  founded 

<c  hear.     For  thus  has  Jehovah  faid  to  me, 

« I  will  fit  (till,  and  regard  my  fixed  habi- 

"  tation,   as   the  clear  heat   after  rain,  and 

"  as  the  dewy  cloud  in  the  heat  of  harveft. 

"Surely 
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*'  Surely  before  the  vintage,  while  the  bud 
"  is  perfect,  and  the  bloflbm  is  becoming 
"  a  fwelling  grape,  he  will  deftroy  the 
"  leaders  with  a  fword,  and  the  ftrong  ones 
"  he  will  deftroy  and  cut  off.  And  they 
"  (hall  be  left  together  for  the  birds  of 
"  the  air,  and  the  beafts  of  the  earth  j 
"  and  the  birds  of  the  air  (hall  be  gather- 
**  ed  to  them,  and  all  the  beafts  of  the 
"  earth  fhall  come  to  them,  At  that  time 
11  a  gift  (hall  be  brought  to  Jehovah,  God 
<c  of  hofts,  a  nation  difperfed  and  oppreff- 
"  ed,  from  a  people  wonderful  from  the 
"  beginning,  and  to  this  day,  whofe  coim* 
"  tiy  the  rivers  have  fpoiled,  to  the  place 
"  of  the  name  of  Jehovah,  God  of  hofts, 
"  to  the  mountains  of  Sion." 

The  general  fenfe  of  this  prophecy, 
without  regard  to  the  meaning  of  particu 
lar  phrafes,  I  take  to  be  as  follows.  After 
pronouncing  a  woe  on  the  nations  in  gene 
ral,  meaning  no  doubt,  thofe  who  fhould 
have  oppreffed  the  Ifraelites,  the  prophet 
proceeds  to  fay  in  the  name  of  God,  "  Woe 
"  to  the  moft  powerful,  and  the  moft 
<c  diftant  of  thofe  nations,  to  which  there 


(     66     ) 

*'  is  no  accefs  but  by  fea.  And  let  fwift 
"  meflcngers  go  to  my  own  people,  who 
*'  have  been  opprefled  by  other  nations,  to 
M  announce  my  favour  to  them.  Let  all 
"  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  attend  to 
<f  my  fignals  on  the  approach  of  the  time 
"  when  I  fhall  fhew  it  to  them.  For  I 
€i  fhall  certainly  deliver  them  from  all 
<c  their  afflictions,  and  utterly  deftroy  their 
"  enemies,  while  they  fhall  be  brought  as 
M  an  offering  to  me  from  all  other  nations, 
4<  and  enjoy  an  undifturbed  fettlcmcnt  irf 
"  their  own  country." 

In  this  interpretation  it  will  be  obfervcd 
that  I  do  not,  with  fomc  late  expofitors, 
find  France,  either  as  the  inftrurnent  in  the 
hands  of  God  of  the  deftrudion  of  monar 
chy,  or  in  the  character  of  Antichrift, 
This  power  I  have  no  doubt  has  long  been 
in  exiftence,  and  I  hope  is  now  not  far 
from  its  termination  ;  but  by  what  par 
ticular  means  it  will  be  deftroyed,  or  when 
its  deftruftion  will  be  accompli flied,  I  pre 
tend  not  to  fay.  Whenever  it  takes  place, 
it  will  be  followed  by  the  fecund  coming 

of 


of  Chrift.  But  the  time  of  this  greateft 
of  all  events  was  not  known  even  to  him- 
felf,  but  to  his  father  only. 
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